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Synopsis

Introducing Judaism is the ideal starting point for students beginning their studies of this fascinating
religion. Eliezer Segal takes a historical approach, focusing on religious aspects of Judaism, and
introducing themes as they emerge from authentic Jewish documents. Students will gain an
understanding of how Judaism is lived by its adherents and the historical and geographical diversity
of Jewish beliefs and practices. The book has a clear and accessible structure. Part One presents
the historical context of Judaism, from the Biblical era, through the Medieval period and on to
modern Judaism. Part Two surveys the distinctive values and beliefs of Judaism, including attitudes
to God, Covenant, Israel, exile and homeland, the Torah, and its commandments, while Part Three
presents Jewish Practices and Institutions, engaging with topics such as daily life, worship, temple
and synagogue, law, ethics and education, the afterlife, and resurrection. Throughout the book,
Eliezer Segal stresses the diversity of interpretations that have been generated by historical
circumstances, differing theological and ideological outlooks, and the spiritual creativity of the
religious community. Attention is paid to various models of piety, mysticism, scholasticism and folk
religion, including the impact of Judaism on the daily life of believers and the experiences of Jewish
women. lllustrated throughout, Introducing Judaism includes text boxes, a glossary, and a list of
further reading to aid studentsA¢a -4,¢ understanding and revision, providing a thorough overview
of one of the first recorded monotheistic faiths and one of the oldest religions still practiced today.
The accompanying website for this book can be found at

www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415440097.
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Customer Reviews

'Eliezer Segal has done an extremely impressive job of providing a broad introduction to Judaism
within the scope of a single volume. Segal knows his subject matter thoroughly and writes with
authority. What is more, Segal writes engagingly and in an accessible fashion. This book will surely
be welcomed warmly by readers from a variety of backgrounds, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who
wish to learn about the many facets of the Jewish religion as seen through the eyes of an expert
and sympathetic A¢a -EceinsiderA¢a -a,¢. Segal has done a great service to his readers and to
contemporary Judaism.’ - Robert Brody, Hebrew University of Jerusalem ’Eliezer SegalA¢a -a,¢s
book is an excellent introduction to the history of Judaism as religion and as religious practice from
its Biblical origins through the Middle Ages to the contemporary scene of today. In its
comprehensiveness and lucidity, there is no other textbook quite like it on the market. It is perfect for
both beginners with no previous knowledge of Judaism and a valuable resource for students with

more background.” - David Stern, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Eliezer Segal is Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Calgary.

Great book, super clear and interesting to read. | had to buy it for a Jewish history class but |
thought it was awesome. A very good book on Judaism so if your professor is making you buy this

consider yourself lucky.

If you are looking at this product, I'm assuming it’s for a class, in which case, it's a decent book. The
chapter organization is a bit strange in some spots, but the author does a pretty good job of

connecting the material. The material isn’t the most thrilling, but it's bearable in this book.

This book is definitely overpriced...
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